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apprehension that the presence of the minister with Chinese in-
terpreters might indicate that there was to be only a " parley"
after all. But among the more thoughtful, though the utmost
secrecy of the squadron's purpose was maintained for obvious
reasons, all indications set at rest definitely the rumors of the
year preceding.

At this time it is doubtful if there was a more efficient, better-
trained or more capable squadron afloat than the Asiatic squad-
ron under Kear Admiral John Rodgers. Korea was, after all, the
objective point. This belief gained strength from the fact that a
retrospective glance over the squadron's general orders showed
preference for battalion and artillery drills. The prevalent un-
rest of the Chinese at that time, together with occasional out-
breaks, were sufficient to account for these preparations, and,
while things did not justify this activity, it may be said that
they did serve to mask the real purpose of the admiral. No
American squadron was ever better prepared to maintain or to
vindicate the honor of our country or to protect the interests
of its citizens in the far East.

Those officers who knew the splendid career and high char-
acter of the admiral for courage, dash and judgment held an
abiding faith in the competency of his reasoning and in the cor-
rectness of his -judgment, should the Korean authorities attempt
to evade the issue or avoid its adjustment. The interval of
nearly a fortnight, with all the ships together, was beneficial to
everyone. The rivalries of drill of all kinds were at flood-tide
height.

The prospective expedition to Korea to adjust a wrong and
the probable effect it would have at a time when unrest was
general in China was believed to be for good. It was thought
that Admiral Kodgers's attempt to open communication with
the Government of that hermit kingdom would meet with sus-
picion and possible obstruction from its officials. The sentiment
general in the squadron was that when the relations between
two countries were such, that the subjects of one were not safe
in the territory of the other, the time had come to make them
so through force of arms.

It was easy to divine that the admiral did not intend to
venture into harbors that were unsurveyed or along coasts whose"We shall see how useful it was in
